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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



This Infomiation Disclosure Statement is submitted: 
[X] under 37 CRF 1 .97 (b), or 

(Within three months of filing national application; or date of entry of national application; or before mailing 

date of first action on the merits; whichever occurs last) 

D under 37 CRF 1 .97 (c). together with either a: 

□ Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e), or 

□ a $180 fee under 37 CFR 1.17 (p). or 

(After the CFR 1 .97 (b) time period, but before final action or notice of allowance, whichever occurs first) 

□ under 37 CRF 1 .97 (d). together with either a: 

□ Statement under 37 CFR 1 .97 (e)( 1 ) or (2), and 

□ a $180 fee set forh in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) 

(Filed after final action, a notice of allowance, on or before payment of the issue fee) 
Please charge to Deposit Account 08-2025 the sum of $ 0.00 . At any time during the pendency of this application, 
please charge any fees required or credit any over payment to Deposit Account 08-2025 pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .25. 

Applicant(s) submit herewith form PTC 1449 - Infomnation Disclosure Statement together with any required copies of 
patents, publications or other information of which applicant(s) are aware, which applicant(s) beHeve(s) may be material to 
the examination of this application and for which there may be a duty to disclose in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .56. 

[X] A concise explanation of the relevance of foreign language patents, foreign language publications and other foreign 
language information listed on PTO Fomri 1449. as presently understood by the Individual(s) designated in 37 CFR 
1-56 (c) most knowledgeable about the content is given on the attached sheet, or where a foreign language patent is 
cited in a search report or other action by a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, an english 
language version of the search report or action which indicates the degree of relevance found by the foreign office is 
listed on form PTO 1449 and is enclosed. 

It is requested that the infomiation disclosed herein be made of record In this application. 

f—i I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
^ deposited with the United States Postal Service 

as first dass mail in an envelope addressed to: 

Commissioner for Patents, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 



Date of Deposit: 

OR 

[~1 I hereby certify that this paper is being 

transmitted to the Patent and Trademark Office 
facsimile number (571) 273^300 
Date of facsimile: 

Typed Name: 

Signature: 




gnjamin J. IHauptman 
Attomey/Agent for Applicant(s) 

Reg No. : 29.3t0 

Date : March 10. 2006 

Telephone: 703/684-1111 
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APPLICANT 

Ian Peter CRIGHTON et al. 


FILING DATE 
January 30, 2004 


GROUP 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 


PATENT NO. 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING 
DATE 




4,794,467 


12/1988 


Okuyama et al 










5,894,376 


4/1999 


Rinard 



































































































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 


PATENT NO. 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


Translation 


Yes 


No 




0 507 437 A2 


10/1992 


EP 






X 






2 335301 


9/1999 


GB 






X 





















































OTHER ART (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



Patent Abstracts of Japan, Publication No. 2000 173241 dated June 23, 2000 



Patent Abstracts of Japan, Publication No. 2002 222395 dated August 9, 2002 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in confonnancc and 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant 



